
 

 

 

Brussels, 27th August 2022 

 

For the attention of High Representative/Vice-President of the European Commission Josep 

Borrell  

 

Dear High-Representative/Vice-President Borrell, 

 

We are writing to express our concern about the current debate and division within the United 

Nations Security Council regarding whether to renew the travel ban exemption for thirteen 

Taliban officials.  

 

The exemption granted to these Taliban leaders in 2019 (after a petition from former US 

President Donald Trump) was only justified in the context of the Doha peace talks. The 

exemption expired last Friday, after Ireland objected to its automatic renewal for another 

month. Therefore, we ask you and the European Union to oppose any attempt to renew the 

exemption from the travel ban for any of the thirteen Taliban leaders. 

 

More than a year after the arrival of the Taliban into power, it is clear that all their commitments 

regarding the rule of law and women’s rights and freedoms were empty promises. They have 

repeated what they did 20 years ago. The Taliban have closed the doors of workplaces, 

secondary schools and universities to girls and women. They have expelled them from all 

political, judicial and administrative institutions. They have closed the Ministry of Women's 

Affairs and reopened the Ministry of Virtue; the same Ministry that 20 years ago was 

responsible for imprisoning, torturing and publicly beating women who did not comply with 

Taliban’s moral restrictions.  

 

The exemptions were granted to allow the Taliban to work towards peace, stability and end 

cooperation with terrorist organisations. One year later, nothing has been achieved in these 

three areas. All we are witnessing is a setback in all these aspects as well as in the situation of 

its population, especially women and girls. 

  

 



 

 

Therefore, we are also convinced that the Foreign Affairs Council should discuss the European 

Union strategy in Afghanistan, including the five principles outlined in the conclusions of the 

Council of the European Union on Afghanistan adopted on 15 September 2021. We cannot 

forget the people of Afghanistan and we must continue putting them in the centre of our agenda. 

 

Afghanistan is the most sex-segregated regime history has ever known. It is a hell for women 

and girls. We must remember that this is the true face of the Taliban criminal regime. An 

extension of the exemptions will simply enhance their impunity and normalize their criminal 

rule. The European Union and the international community cannot allow the slightest tolerance 

of the Taliban regime. As long as Afghanistan remains the worst prison for women, its 

perpetrators should not be able to travel freely. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Soraya Rodríguez Ramos  
 
Barry Andrews 
 
Petras Austrevicius 
 
Brando Benifei 
 
Maria Carvalho 
 
Olivier Chastel 
 
Pascal Durand 
 
Carlo Fidanza 
 
Helmut  Geuking 
 
Sandro Gozi 
 
Rasa Juknevičienė 
 
Assita Kanko 
 
Stelios Kouloglou  
 
Nathalie Loiseau 
 



 

Karen Melchior 
 
Maria Noichl 
 
Max Orville 
 
Maite Pagazaurtundúa 
 
Samira Rafaela 
 
Jérôme Rivière 
 
Isabel Santos 
 
Tineke Strik 
 
Hilde Vautmans 
 
Salima Yenbou 
 


